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Name Saint Matthew Island

396 Comprehension  

Main Idea and Details

	 •		 The	topic	is	the	overall	subject	of	a	piece	of	writing.	The	main idea	of	a	selection	is	the	most	
important	idea	about	the	topic	of	that	selection.	Details	are	small	pieces	of	information	that	tell	
more	about	the	main	idea.

	 •	 Sometimes	the	author	states	the	main	idea	in	a	single	sentence.	When	the	author	does	not	state	
the	main	idea,	the	reader	must	figure	it	out.

Directions Read the following passage. Then complete the diagram below.

Plants, just like animals, can become 
endangered as a result of the actions 

of human beings. Some plants are 
threatened after the insects that pollinate 
the plant die off. For example, one type 
of milkweed has nearly disappeared 
because chemicals killed off the butterfly 
that pollinates the milkweed. In addition, 
a plant can become endangered when 

buildings and roads take over the open 
lands where it grows. Other human 
activities such as farming and logging 
can threaten plants too. Finally, human 
pollution of land and water threatens many  
types of natural life, including plants. 
People are often unaware of it, but human 
activities can have harmful effects on 
plants and other parts of the natural world.

Main Idea

1. 

Details

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Home Activity	 Your	child	identified	the	main	idea	and	details	of	a	nonfiction	passage.	Together,	work	to	
identify	the	main	idea	and	details	of	individual	paragraphs	in	a	magazine	article	about	animals. 

0328476757_RWN_396   396 12/14/09   5:14:08 PM

NA PDF



©
 P

ea
rs

on
 E

d
uc

at
io

n,
 In

c.
, 

5

Name

  Writing Mystery 397

Saint Matthew Island

Writing • Mystery

Key Features of a Mystery

•	presents	a	problem	or	mystery	early	in	the	story	with	a	clearly	defined	focus

•	has	a	specific,	believable	setting	described	with	sensory	detail

•	has	a	clearly	defined	plot	with	facts,	details,	and	examples	to	help	solve	the	mystery

•	explains	or	resolves	the	mystery	by	the	end	of	the	story

I was asleep when the telephone jangled 
me awake. It was my grandma. She 

was frantic. “You must come over right 
away,” she pleaded. “It’s my secret fudge 
recipe. I was going to make a batch for your 
birthday, but the recipe has vanished!”

I was at her house in five minutes. 
“Where did you keep the recipe?” I asked.

“With my other recipe cards,” she 
answered, pulling a shoebox from her pantry. 
It was full of index cards, all with recipes 
written on them. “See,” she said, pointing to 
a table of contents, “here it is, Number 112. 
Fudge. I had the card two weeks ago. But 
when I looked for it tonight, it was gone.”

“Who has been here in the last two weeks 
who might have had access to your cards?” 
I asked. Grandma said she had three visitors 
recently: a plumber, a visiting nurse, and a 
lady from the senior citizen center.

I found the plumber fixing a water fountain 
at the Boy’s Club. “I need to ask you about a 
missing card that belongs to my grandma,” I 
said. “Have you seen a missing card?”

“Card, you say,” the plumber said calmly. 
“What kind of cards does she play?”

I asked the nurse the same question 

I had asked the plumber. Taking a 
deep breath, she said, “Why would your 
grandma keep her recipes on cards? Just 
about everybody uses a computer these 
days,” she said, looking away quickly. 

I repeated the same question to the lady 
at the senior citizen center. “No, I don’t 
think so,” she said thoughtfully, “and I 
think I would have noticed. I always send 
out greeting cards for every holiday.”

“I know who took your fudge recipe 
card,” I told my grandma.

 “You solved the case already? Who was 
it?” she asked in a puzzled tone.

“It was the nurse. I asked all three 
suspects the same question. I never 
mentioned what kind of a card I was 
talking about. The nurse is the only one 
who knew I was talking about a recipe 
card, and the only way she would know it 
was missing is if she took it.”

Grandma sighed. “Although she 
shouldn’t have taken the card without 
asking, I’ll tell her that I would be happy 
to let her make a copy of the recipe if she 
brings back my original card.”

“Sounds like a sweet ending to me,” I said.

 1. Paraphrase the problem or mystery in the story. 

 2. What clue tells us who took the recipe card? Underline the clue.

It’s in the Cards
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Vocabulary
Directions Choose the word from the box that best matches each definition. Write the word on 
the line.

																								 1. a vast, treeless plain in arctic regions

																								 2. living things that live on or in  
others, from which they get food

																								 3. having little flesh; lean; thin

																								 4. whitened by exposure to sunlight  
or the use of chemicals

																								 5. beliefs; feelings; thoughts

Directions Choose the word from the box that best matches each clue. 
Write the word on the line.

																								 6. This ground is frozen even in summer.

																								 7. Lice and tapeworms are examples of these.

																								 8. This is an extreme form of hunger.

																								 9. These are dead bodies of animals. 

																								 10. This is the process of rotting.

Write a Memo
Imagine that you are a zookeeper reporting on illnesses among animals at a zoo. On a separate 
sheet of paper, write a memo to the zoo’s director about what you have observed. Use as many 
vocabulary words as you can.

Home Activity Your child identified and used vocabulary words from The Mystery of Saint Matthew Island. 
Together, read a story or nonfiction article. Have him or her point out unfamiliar words. Work together to 
figure out the meaning of each word by using other words that appear near it.

Check the Words  
You Know

bleached
carcasses
decay
parasites
scrawny
starvation
suspicions
tundra

398 Vocabulary 
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  Conventions Conjunctions 399

Name Saint Matthew Island

Home Activity Your child learned about conjunctions. Have your child write and, but, and or on index cards 
and then read a short article, making a tally mark on the appropriate card each time he or she sees that 
conjunction.

A conjunction is a word such as and, but, or or that joins words, phrases, and sentences.

• Use and to join related ideas: The snowy owl and snow bunting are arctic birds. 
• Use but to join contrasting ideas: I like the snow but not the cold. 
• Use or to suggest a choice: Is that a ringed seal or a hooded seal?

You can use conjunctions to make compound subjects, compound predicates, and compound 
sentences. Place a comma before the conjunction in a compound sentence.

 Compound Subject Frigid cold and deep snow make arctic life difficult. 
 Compound Predicate Arctic foxes do not hibernate but withstand the cold. 
 Compound Sentence They feed on live prey, or they can eat remains of a polar bear’s meal.

Directions Underline the conjunction(s) in each sentence.

 1. The arctic fox makes a burrow in a hill or cliff, but it does not hibernate.

 2. It is well adapted for the cold with its furry feet and small, rounded ears.

 3. A polar bear is huge but surprisingly fast and can outrun a caribou.

Directions Underline the conjunction in ( ) that completes each sentence.

 4. The tundra has very little moisture (or, and) a short growing season.

 5. The climate is harsh, (or, but) more than 1,700 kinds of plants live in the Arctic.

Directions Use the conjunction and, but, or or to join each pair of sentences. Write the new 
sentences. Remember to add a comma.

 6. The Arctic is frigid in winter. It is much warmer in summer.

 7. Arctic plants must grow quickly. They won’t have time to reproduce.

Conjunctions
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Home Activity Your child wrote words that have syllables ending in -ant, -ent, -ance, -ence.  
Have your child underline the final syllable in each word.
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Saint Matthew IslandName

400 Spelling Final Syllable -ant, -ent, -ance, -ence 

Final Syllable -ant, -ent, -ance, -ence

Antonyms Write the list word that has the opposite or almost the opposite meaning of the 
underlined word or phrase. 

 1. I was certain to ask for help on my assignment. 

 2. We thought his presence was the cause of the loss. 

 3. We had trouble finding the exit to the building. 

 4. The facts in the case are unimportant. 

 5. Our students strive for poor quality in all they do. 

 6. That constant buzzing in the television is a(n) occasional annoyance. 

 7. A good employee is hard working and inconsistent. 

 8. It takes a while to develop self-assurance and shyness. 

 9. Car exhaust is an air cleaner. 

 10. By human standards, slugs and snails are not stupid. 

Definitions Write the list word on the line that has the same meaning.

 11. anything that shows what is true and what is not 

 12. a kind of sale

 13. financial protection against harm, illness, or loss

 14. vehicle that provides transportation to the hospital 

 15. a change 

 16. a person or thing serving as an example

 17. knowing little or nothing 

 18. what is seen, done, or lived through

 19. a meeting of interested persons to discuss a particular subject 

 20. the act of coming into sight 

 1. ___________________

 2. ___________________

 3. ___________________

 4. ___________________

 5. ___________________

 6. ___________________

 7. ___________________

 8. ___________________

 9. ___________________

 10. ___________________

 11. ___________________

 12. ___________________

 13. ___________________

 14. ___________________

 15. ___________________

 16. ___________________

 17. ___________________

 18. ___________________

 19. ___________________

 20. ___________________

Spelling Words
important experience ignorant entrance difference
instance absence appearance intelligent evidence
pollutant clearance confidence conference insurance
ambulance hesitant consistent excellence persistent
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  Writing Plan 401

Saint Matthew Island

T-Chart
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Name Saint Matthew Island

402 Vocabulary 

Vocabulary • Endings

	 •	 An ending is a letter or letters added to the end of a base word. Recognizing an ending will help 
you figure out the word’s meaning. 

	 •	 In a dictionary, listings for words with endings are found near their base words.

	 •	 The ending -ed is added to a verb to make it past tense. The ending -ing is added to a verb to 
make it tell about present or ongoing actions. The endings -s and -es are added to a singular 
noun to make it refer to more than one person, place, or thing.

Directions Read the following passage. Then answer the questions below. Use a dictionary to 
help you.

The pilot flew above the arctic tundra, 
looking for baby seals. He was 

checking on the population of seals for 
a conservation organization. Although 
hunters were not allowed to kill the 
seals, some people had suspicions that 
seals were disappearing. The pilot was 
strongly hoping he wouldn’t find any seal 

carcasses bleached, or made white, by 
the sun. As he steered the airplane closer 
to the frozen ground, he glimpsed a few 
seals. They did look scrawny, probably 
because of minor illnesses, but they  
were alive. Then he saw more and more 
seals coming into view. The pilot was  
very pleased.

 1. What part of speech is suspicions? What meaning does the ending give the word?

 
 2. How does the ending in checking affect the word’s meaning?

 
 3. What is the meaning of bleached in the passage? What effect does the ending have on the  

word’s meaning?

 

 
 4. How would removing the -es ending in illnesses change the meaning of the word?

 
 5. Rewrite the second sentence of the passage to make the action occur in the past.

 

 

Home Activity Your child identified and used word endings to help determine the meanings of new words 
in a passage. Work with your child to identify unfamiliar words in another article. Together, identify word 
endings that help you understand the words.
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Time Line

	 •	 A	time line is a chart that shows a sequence of events. Usually a time line uses a bar divided 
into periods of time to show the order of events. Some time lines are read left to right, and others 
are read top to bottom.

	 •	 You	can	use	a	time	line	to	show	the	time	order	of	events	in	a	nonfiction	text.	A	time	line	can	also	
show the order of events in a work of fiction.

	 •	 A	time	line	may	cover	any	length	of	time,	such	as	a	day	or	thousands	of	years.	Pay	attention	to	
the title and labels on a time line.

Directions Read the following time line. Then answer the questions below. 

The Life of a Reindeer

1986 1987 1989 1989–91 1991 1995 2001

R
us

ty
 R

ei
nd

ee
r i

s 
bo

rn
 in

 A
la

sk
a.

R
us

ty
 g

ro
w

s 
an

tle
rs

.

R
us

ty
 is

 c
ap

tu
re

d 
by

 b
io

lo
gi

st
s.

R
us

ty
 is

 s
tu

di
ed

 fo
r a

 re
se

ar
ch

 p
ro

je
ct

.
R

us
ty

 is
 tu

rn
ed

 o
ve

r t
o 

a 
zo

o.
Zo

o 
cl

os
es

. R
us

ty
 is

 m
ov

ed
 to

 a
no

th
er

 z
oo

.

R
us

ty
 d

ie
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 1. How is this time line organized? What is the topic of this time line?

 

 
 2. How many years passed between Rusty’s birth and his capture? 

 
 3. How long was Rusty in zoos? 

 
 4. How old was Rusty when he died?

 
 5. The average age of a reindeer in the wild is ten to twelve years. How does the time line help you 

draw a conclusion about Rusty’s life span? Explain.

 
  Research and Study Skills 403
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Directions Read the following time line. Then answer the questions.

History of the Plant That Grew Too Well
Kudzu, a vine from Japan, arrives in U.S.

Florida farmers begin to feed kudzu to animals.

U.S. Soil Conservation Service urges use of kudzu to prevent erosion.

U.S. Civilian Conservation Corps plants kudzu.

Government pays farmers to plant kudzu.

Georgia radio personality starts Kudzu Clubs.

Government discourages use of kudzu.

Government declares kudzu a weed.

Kudzu covers 6 million acres in South; people work to eliminate it.

 6. What is the topic of this time line? What is the best way to read this time line?

 

 
 7. Why is a time line appropriate for this topic?

 

 
 8. When was kudzu first introduced to the United States?

 
 9. How long did it take for the U.S. government to declare kudzu a weed? When was kudzu 

planted most heavily?

 

 

 
 10. What happened with kudzu most recently, according to the time line? 

 

 

Home Activity Your child learned about using time lines as resources. Together, look at a time line in a 
history book. Ask your child to explain entries and to answer your questions about time order.

1876

1900s

1930s

1930s

1940s

1940s

1953

1972

2004

404 Research and Study Skills 

©
 P

ea
rs

on
 E

d
uc

at
io

n,
 In

c.
, 

5

0328476757_RWN_404   404 12/14/09   5:14:39 PM

NA PDF



Home Activity Your child identified misspelled list words. Ask your child to name the four words he or 
she has the most difficulty spelling and spell them for you.

  

©
 P

ea
rs

on
 E

d
uc

at
io

n,
 In

c.
, 

5

Name Saint Matthew Island

  Spelling Final Syllable -ant, -ent, -ance, -ence 405

Final Syllable -ant, -ent, -ance, -ence

Proofread an Article Circle and write six spelling errors. Circle one  
capitalization error and write the sentence correctly.

Help Is on the Way

With sirens wailing, the ambulence driver carefully 
winds through traffic. It takes a lot of confidents to  
do this importent job. In large cities, with persistant 
traffic, a driver must be extra careful. Still, the  
Driver must take the fastest route to the emergency 
room. Time makes all the differants when people need 
emergency care. All drivers try to get each won of  
their patients to the emergency room entrance as 
quickly as possible.

 1. ________________ 2. _________________

 3. ________________ 4. _________________

 5. ________________ 6. ________________

 7. _____________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________

Proofread Words Circle the correct spelling of the list word. 
Write the word.

 8. absense abcense absence 

 9. intelligant intelligent  intellagent 

 10. insurance  insurants insurence

 11. pollutent pollutant  pollutint

 12. ignorent ignorint ignorant 

 13. apperence appearance  appearants

 14. important  importent inportant

 15. hezitent hesitent hesitant 

Spelling Words

Frequently 
Misspelled 

Words

 off
 one
 tired

important
experience
ignorant
entrance
difference
instance
absence
appearance
intelligent
evidence

pollutant
clearance
confidence
conference
insurance
ambulance
hesitant
consistent
excellence
persistent

Spelling Words

 8. _______________

 9. _______________

 10. _______________

 11. _______________

 12. _______________

 13. _______________

 14. _______________

 15. _______________
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406 Conventions Conjunctions 

Home Activity Your child prepared for taking tests on conjunctions. Have your child find and circle  
and, but, and or in ads. Ask your child to explain why each word is used. 

Conjunctions
Directions Read the passage. Then read each question. Circle the letter of the correct answer.

The Living Arctic
(1) Although you and I might not like to live in the Arctic, many animals make 

their home in this cold  hostile land. (2) Reindeer are found across the 
northernmost parts of Canada and Asia. (3) Bitter cold but deep snow do not bother 
the Arctic Fox. (4) A year-round hunter, this fox can be snowy white or brown, 
depending on the season. (5) The climate here is harsh,  some plants do grow 
and provide food for the Arctic herbivores. (6) The muskox and Arctic hare are two 
animals that rely on plants and grasses for food. (7) Polar bears pose no threat to the 
hare, and wolves do prey the small Arctic animals.

 1 Which best describes the underlined phrase 
in sentence 1? 

 A Compound sentence

 B Compound predicate

 C Compound subject

 D None of the above

 2 Which conjunction best completes 
sentence 1?

 A however

 B but

 C or

 D and

 3 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 3?

 A Change do not bother to does not 
bother

 B Change Bitter cold but deep snow to 
Bitter cold and deep snow

 C Change Bitter cold but deep snow to 
Bitter cold, but deep snow 

 D Make no change

 4 Which conjunction best completes 
sentence 5?

 A however

 B but

 C or

 D and 

 5 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 7?

 A Change and wolves to but wolves

 B Change and wolves to or wolves

 C Change and wolves to because wolves 

 D Make no change
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