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Dear Parent or Guardian: 
 
Your son or daughter is currently learning to determine the tone of 
a poem.  Here is your chance to help him or her practice this 
important skill. 
 
In this PAL Packet you will find a short activity for you and your 
son or daughter to do.  Please do the activity and The Back Page 
this evening.  Then sign your name on The Back Page and have your 
son or daughter return it tomorrow. 
 
Thanks for your help. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
__________________________ 
Your son or daughter’s teacher 
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DETERMINING TONE 
 

Parent Pointer — 
The tone of a poem or passage is an expression of the author’s attitude 
toward the subject.  The writer’s choice of words and use of 
description helps create the tone of a poem or passage.  Tone is 
suggested by the author, not stated, and focuses on the feelings of 
the writer.  Knowledge of the tone is important to understand the 
author’s message and/or purpose when writing a poem or passage.  This 
will reveal how the author feels toward the subject.  An author’s tone 
can be expressed in any emotional response, such as angry, defiant, 
fearful, humorous, ironic, joyous, serious, sympathetic, etc.  To 
determine the tone, the reader must use the words and phrases from 
the poem or passage to figure out the emotional response expressed by 
the author. 
 
Reading In the Home, On the Go, and For the Fun of It —  
DIRECTIONS:  With your parent or guardian, read “The House on the 
Hill” poem aloud.  Discuss the poem to determine the tone.  Underline 
any words or phrases that may help you to identify the tone.  Write 
the tone and how you determined it below the poem.  Then, you and 
your parent or guardian should read “The Boat” poem silently.  Write 
the tone and how you determined it below the poem.  Discuss your 
interpretation of the poem with your parent or guardian to see if he or 
she agrees. 
 
Talk About It — 
After you have finished the activity, turn to The Back Page to show 
what you know. 

 
Now go have some fun with the activity!  
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The House on the Hill 
by Edwin Arlington Robinson 

 
They are all gone away, 
 The House is shut and still, 
There is nothing more to say. 
 
Through broken walls and gray 
 The winds blow bleak and shrill: 
They are all gone away. 
 
Nor is there one today 
 To speak them good or ill: 
There is nothing more to say. 
 
Why is it then we stray 
 Around the sunken sill? 
They are all gone away, 
 
And our poor fancy-play 
 For them is wasted skill: 
There is nothing more to say. 
 
There is ruin and decay 
 In the House on the Hill: 
They are all gone away, 
There is nothing more to say. 

 TONE 

HOW I DETERMINED THIS 
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The Boat 
by Caroline Gilman 

 
Oh, see my little boat, 
 How prettily it glides; 
Like a bird it seems to float, 
 Press’d forward by the tides— 
  By the tides. 

 
The sky is shining brightly, 
 The fishes dart below, 
While my little boat so lightly 
 Leaps onward as I row— 
  As I row. 

 
I would like to be a boat, 
 And live upon the sea; 
So merrily I’d float, 
 With nought to trouble me— 
  Trouble me. 

 
But should a storm come near, 
 And fill me with alarms, 
I would row to mother, dear— 
 My boat should be her arms— 
  Mother’s arms. 

TONE 

HOW I DETERMINED THIS 



PPPPPPPPPPPPaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnntttttttttttt            AAAAAAAAAAAAssssssssssssssssssssssssiiiiiiiiiiiisssssssssssstttttttttttteeeeeeeeeeeedddddddddddd            LLLLLLLLLLLLeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrnnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnngggggggggggg  

Grade 5 – Tone © 2004 Evans Newton Incorporated 5 
Last printed 9/3/04 

 

The Back Page 
 
 
 
 
Parent — Ask your son or daughter the following questions: 
 

What is the tone of a poem or passage? 
How is the tone expressed in a poem or passage? 

 
Student —  Answer the above questions in complete sentences on the 

reverse side of this page. 
 

OR 
 

Do the following activity on the reverse side of this page: 
 

Choose an article or editorial that interests you from 
a newspaper.  Cut it out and glue it to the reverse side 
of this page.  Then determine the tone of the article 
or editorial and write it below the attached article or 
editorial.  Make sure you also write how you 
determined the tone. 

 

Talk About It 

__________________________ __________________________
Student’s Name           Parent or Guardian’s Signature 


